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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PEKING 02134 142058Z 

ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CAB-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-08 INR-10 NSAE-00 FAA-00 L-03 PM-05 
H-02 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-20 /090W 

028479 151852Z/43 

R 140712Z JUL78 
FMUSLO PEKING 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1362 
INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

UNCLAS PEKING 2134 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, CH 

SUB J : CAAC BEGINS "FIRST CLASS" SERVICE 

1 . CAAC ON JULY 1 INAUGURATED "FIRST CLASS” DOMESTIC 
TRAVEL. "FIRST CLASS" SEATS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON BOEING AIR- 
CRAFT MAKING THE PEKING-SHANGHAI AND PEKING-CANTON RUNS. 

PRICES ARE UP 30 PERCENT, MAKING THE ONE-WAY FARES 200 YUAN 
AND 317 YUAN RESPECTIVELY. 

2. PREVIOUSLY ALL SEATS ON CAAC DOMESTIC CARRIERS WERE PRICED 
EQUALLY FOR FOREIGNERS (ALTHOUGH FOREIGNERS HAD TO PAY ABOUT 
DOUBLE WHAT WAS CHARGED LOCALS). CAAC TICKETING OFFICERS 
ROUTINELY OFFERED FOREIGNERS (AND HIGH PLA OFFICERS) "THE 

BIG SEATS IN FRONT" IF THESE WERE AVAILABLE. 

3. CAAC IS SAYING THAT ECONOMY WILL BE SOLD TO FOREIGNERS 
IF AVAILABLE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT FOREIGNERS, ESPECIALLY 
DIPLOMATS, WILL BE TOLD THAT NO SEATS ARE AVAILABLE IN "COACH" 

SO THAT PAYING THE EXTRA 30 PERCENT BECOMES VIRTUALLY 
MANDATORY. WOODCOCK 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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